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C\R mon'thly FepOr-t 4 The Subtle Differences

ya“s Tlh@ugh‘ts in a World of Kanji
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(5258)

Recently, | have been studying for the JLPT. Every day | do my best
to review grammar, practice listening, and learn new kaniji. Previously,
| spent about six years studying Chinese and memorized more than
3,000 kaniji. Yet, | have realized that knowledge of Chinese alone is not
enough to master Japanese. There are still many kanji | have never seen.

What | find especially difficult is when the same kanji has
different meanings depending on the language. To give a few
simple examples: in Chinese, the kanji for “letter” means “toilet
paper,” the kanji for “study” means “to compel” or “to do something
forcibly,” and “okay” or “it’s alright” means “a great man.”
Moreover, a “question” has an “interrogation” nuance in Chinese,
while the kaniji for a “problem” in Chinese is closer in meaning to
“question” in Japanese. There are many other examples.

While | am confident in my Chinese, studying Japanese feels
like a new challenge. Kanji, in particular, have a unique charm in
Japanese, and | look forward to deepening my knowledge of them.
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