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llya's Thoughts
onh Yonezawa
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Since being assigned to Yonezawa City, | experienced its

colored autumn and harsh winter. While people around me often
mention how hard winter is, | like it a lot. Dressing warmly, the
cold feels pleasant, and the crisp morning air is quite refreshing.

This year, a known lyric - “the cold never bothered me anyway”
- came to mind, and | summoned my childhood by making a
snowman. Growing up in Russia, | built a one every winter, but
after moving to California, there were far fewer opportunities to
see snow. Being able to see it again in Yonezawa brought back
many joyful memories.

| was also fascinated how snowmen are made differently from
country to country. In Russia and the United States, snowmen
are made with three snowballs, while in Japan only with two. It
is interesting that while the snow is the same, the shape varies
depending on the culture.

Even amid the severe cold, the world outside is full of wonders.

| can’t wait to experience the seasons ahead in Yonezawa!
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