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Hello everyone! My name is llya Bobkov. | was born in Russia and
immigrated to the United States. In college | fell in love with East
Asia and went on to complete an MA in History at UC Berkeley.
While | started with Chinese history, I've been gradually pivoting
towards Japan. Having lived in Moscow (Russia), San Jose (United
States), Beijing (China), and countless other places, in 2023 | had a
unique chance to study Japanese for 10 months in Yokohama. In
Japan, every locale possesses many historical sites. When walking
around | would often feel as if slipping into the past eras. After that
engrossing experience, | had resolved to come back to Japan.

It is my first time visiting Yonezawa. | am eager to get
acquainted with the local culture and traditions and thus attain a
more comprehensive understanding of local circumstances. | will
also strive to contribute to regional revitalization and growth of
intercultural relations within Yonezawa. | am truly exhilarated to

assume my duties as a CIR!
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