
 
 
 
Kubota Eggplant/ 
Pickles 
 
 Kubota eggplants are  
round eggplants named  
after the Kubota area of Yonezawa and have a long 
history. They were first brought over from Echigo 
(present day Niigata Prefecture) in 1600 when the 
Uesugi clan was transferred to Yonezawa and have 
been grown in the Kubota area ever since. 
Nasu-zuke (eggplant pickles) made by pickling the 
small, round eggplants overnight are a famous 
Yonezawa specialty in the summer. They are known 
for their crispiness and light, simple taste.   
 Yonezawa has many other delicious pickles. In the 
spring, pickles made from sansai (mountain 
vegetables) are made. Seisai-zuke and omi-zuke 
are made in early winter. Pickles made from yukina 
called fusube-zuke are also popular in winter. There 
are also pickles made from apples and cherries. 
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During the summer, many exciting festivals (or matsuri) are held throughout Yonezawa. 
Come and wear a traditional yukata (summer kimono) and enjoy the many summertime celebrations! 
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Dates: June 20th (Sat)~Aug 31st (Mon) 
Hours: 9:00~17:00 
* Between July 20th (Mon)~Aug 20th (Thu)  
 open from 9:00~21:00 
Cost: Elementary & Jr. High School Students 100 yen/  
Sr. High School Students 210 yen / General 310 yen 
(For each session in the morning, afternoon, and 
evening)  
�n Please make sure to wear a swimming cap. 
�n Pool may be closed to the public when there are  

competitions. 
Inquiries: City Pool TEL 24-5833 
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@â@â@â@âOnogawa Firefly Festival 
Many events are held in the Onogawa area  
during this time each summer when several  
thousand fireflies can be seen.  
Date: June 20th (Sat)~July 31st (Fri) 
Firefly Viewing: 20:00~21:00 (best time) 
Place: Onogawa Hot Spring area 
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@â@â@â@âHydrangea & Safflower Festival 
Over 2,000 hydrangeas beautifully bloom  
around the Sasano Kannon Temple around  
this time. Locally grown safflowers will also  
be given as gifts.  
Date: July 20th (Mon) 
Time: 6:00~16:00 
Place: Around Sasano Kannon Temple 
 
 
@â@â@â@âTohoku Fireworks Festival  
Over 3,000 fireworks light up the night sky in 
this annual event. 
Date: July 30th (Thu) 
Time: 19:30~21:00 
Place: Along the Matsukawa River Riverbank 
      (Near the Yonezawa City Hospital) 
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@â@â@â@âAtago Fire Festival 
Over 500 people carry torches and portable 
shrines at night in a parade up Mt. Atago, 
located in the South-western part of the city. 
Date: August 1st (Sat) 
Time: Torch Parade 18:20~20:20 
      Fire Dancing: 20:20~22:00 
Place: Atago Shrine and Jizo-En 

@â@â@â@âYonezawa Waterside Fireworks Festival 
Over 5,000 fireworks are set off and  
beautifully reflect off the water above  
the moat of the Matsugasaki Park. 
Date: August 7th (Fri) 
Time: 19:30~21:00 
Place: Moat of Matsugasaki Park 
      (Uesugi Shrine area) 
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@â@â@â@âYonezawa Beef Festival 
Enjoy delicious Yonezawa beef and  
overcome the summer heat! 
Date: August 7th (Fri) 
Time: 18:00~ 
Place: Along the Matsukawa River Riverbank 
      (near the Yonezawa City Hospital) 
Cost: 15, 000 yen (Sukiyaki Set for 4 people) 
*Tickets must be purchased in advance. 
Tickets:  Available from 10:00 July 4th (Sat)  
Available Stores:  Onuma Yonezawa Store, Yonezawa 
Saty, and York Benimaru Yonezawa/ Narushima Store 
By Internet: http://umai-yone.sakura.ne.jp/ 
Inquiries: City Agricultural Division TEL 22-5111�
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@â@â@â@âNarushima Fureai Petting Zoo 
When: 7/4 (Sat), 7/5 (Sun), 7/18 (Sat), 7/19 (Sun), 7/20 (Mon) 
Where: Narushima Wakuwaku Land 
BêThe event may be cancelled if it rains. 
Inquiries: Narushima Wakuwaku Land Office TEL 37-2121 
:w:w:w:w
:w:w:w:w
@â@â@â@âMachi No Hiroba (Town Square) Events 
Morning Market:  
Every Sunday in July  6:00~7:00 
Flea Market:  
7/12 (Sun) 9:00~16:00 
Inquiries: City Commerce Division TEL 22-5111 
 
 
@â@â@â@â Morning Market 
Produce and products grown and made by farmers in the 
Okitama area will be sold directly in the market. 
When: Every 3rd Saturday in Jun~Oct from 6:30~7:30 
*On the 2nd Wednesday of August, until 8:20 
Where: Outside Okitama Sogo Shicho  
Inquiries: Okitama Sogo Shicho Agriculture and 
Technology Promotion Division TEL 57-3411 
:w:w:w:w
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@â@â@â@âBishamon Orchestra Yonezawa Concert 
When: 7/25 (Sat) 17:00~ 
Where: Denkoku No Mori Okitama Bunka Hall 
Cost: Free 
* A numbered ticket is required for entry. Available at 
Denkoku No Mori and Okitama Sogo Bunka Center 1F 
* Please refrain from bringing small children. 
Inquiries: Denkoku No Mori TEL 26-2666 
 

Yonezawa City International Relations Association ( YIRA) Information 
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If you are interested in international exchange or 
want to chat with people in different languages 
including Japanese, English, Chinese or Korean, 
bring your friends along and join us for a cup of tea! 
 
When: 7/8 (Wed), 7/23 (Thu) 14:30~16:00  
Where: City Hall 7F 701 Meeting Room��  
Cost: Free   
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Learn how to cook Scottish food while chatting in 
English! Explanations in Japanese  
will also be provided.  
When: 7/12 (Sun) 10:30~14:00 
Where: Okitama Sogo Bunka Center 
Instructor: Ms. Kim Stephen (from Scotland) 
Cost: 800 yen (YIRA Members 500 yen) 
Limit: First 16 people to apply. 
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Both foreigners and Japanese members will be 
working together to create a map/guide that will be 
useful for both foreign residents as well as foreign 
visitors to Yonezawa.��We hope you will become a 
committee member and contribute to this project! 
(We plan to have a meeting once a month for a 
total of 6 months.�£  
��������
Committee Limit: �������� About 10 people 
 

 
 

Sign Ups/Inquiries: YIRA Office  
TEL 22-5111:w :wEmail: yira@omn.ne.jp :w
Home Page: http://www.omn.ne.jp/~yira 

 

If you would like to be put on our mailing list, or  if 
you have any feedback for the newsletter, please 
contact us at: 
Civic Exchange Section 
Secretarial & Public Relations Division 
Yonezawa City Hall, 3rd Floor 
5-2-25 Kanaike, Yonezawa, Yamagata �¥ 992-8501 
TEL: 0238-22-5111 Ext. 3005 
FAX: 0238-24-4540 
Email: :¿:À:Ê:Ð:Æ:„:Â:¸:—:º:À:Ë:Ð:…:Ð:Æ:Å:¼:Ñ:¸:Î:¸:…:Ð:¸:Ä:¸:¾:¸:Ë:¸:…:Á:Ç  
Homepage: http://www.city.yonezawa.yamagata.jp/ 
           shisei/matidukuri/kokusai/index.html 

The Association for International Relations in Yamagata (AIRY) offers foreign-language counselling for foreign 
residents. Please don’t hesitate to use this service if you are having difficulties with daily life or other problems.  
Consultations are free of charge and confidential. They can be made by telephone, emails, mail, or in person. 
 
Counseling Languages and Hours are as follows: 
English/Japanese: Tue-Sat   109æ00:* 179æ00 
Chinese:    Tue�n Fri  109æ00:* 149æ00 
Korean:   Thu�n Sat  109æ00:* 149æ00 
Portuguese  Wed�n Fri  109æ00:* 149æ00 

�

�¥ 990-8580�� Yamagata-City, Jonan-machi 1-1-1 
Kajo Central 2F, Yamagata Center for International Exchange  
Contact Ms. Okabe 
TEL 023-647-2560 FAX 023-646-8860 
Counseling LineBú023-646-8861 
http://www2.jan.ne.jp/~airy  E-mail: airy@jan.ne.jp 


