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Naoe Kanetsugu  
"å�ï"å�ï"å�ï"å�ï  �W&ï�W&ï�W&ï�W&ï 
(1560~1619) 
 
Naoe Kantesugu was a  
samurai who trained under the 
great Warring States general Uesugi Kenshin from a 
very young age. He is famous for having served 
Kenshin’s successor, Uesugi Kagekatsu, as an 
administrator. He greatly contributed to improving the 
infrastucture of the castle town of Yonezawa by 
constructing dykes along the Matsukawa River, 
cultivating land, and developing mines. Kanetsugu 
also established a school with a collection of historical 
texts and classical literature and promoted learning 
for the warriors of the clan. He is particularly known 
for wearing a warrior’s helmet marked with the 
character for love ( �ò ). Kanetsugu will be the 
protagonist of the 2009 NHK Taiga (historical fiction) 
Drama, “Tenchijin.”  
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Inquiries:  Yonezawa Uesugi Festival Planning Committee 
TEL 22-9607  Homepage: http://uesugi.yonezawa.info/ 
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4/29 (Tue) 10:30am~ 

 
11am~ 

Uesugi Shrine Festival (Uesugi Shrine) 
 
Opening Festival  (Around Denkoku No Mori) 
Stage events featuring traditional music and dance performances, a parade, 
and a procession of historical Yonezawa figures. 

 
4/30 (Wed) 

10am~ Matsugasaki Shrine Festival (Matsugasaki Shrine) 

 
5/2 (Fri)  

7pm~ Buteishiki (Festival Square) 
A re-enactment of the ceremony that was conducted by Lord Uesugi Kenshin 
before he went into battle to pray for victory. 

 
5/3 (Sat) 

 

9:30am~ 
 
 
 
10:20am~ 
 
 
 
2pm~ 

Portable Shrine Procession  (Begins at Nanbu Elementary School) 
A parade featuring portable shrines (mikoshi), floats, and musicians playing 
drums and whistles.  
 
Uesugi Warriors Parade  (Begins at Machi no Hiroba) 
A parade featuring a full Uesugi clan army of armor-clad warriors on horseback. 
 
The Battle of Kawanakajima  (Riverside of Matsukawa River) 
A re-enactment of the battle between the Uesugi and Takeda armies which is 
said to be the most hard-fought battle of the Warring States period. Featuring 
smoke, fire, booming matchlock guns, and over 700 participants, it is definitely 
a sight not to be missed! 
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Reserved Bleacher Seating  
for the Battle of Kawanakajima 
Cost: ¥1,500 (souvenir included) 
* Only 1,500 seats available 
Inquiries:  TEL 21-6226 
          yozan@abeam.ocn.ne.jp 

During the biggest and most spectacular festival in Yonezawa, armor-clad warriors walk 
the streets of the city and recreate the historic Battle of Kawanakajima. 
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Between mid April until the beginning of May is cherry blossom (sakura) season in Yonezawa. In Japan, people 
celebrate the blooming of the sakura with hanami (cherry blossom viewing) parties under the trees with their family 
members, friends, and colleagues. In some places the blossoms are lit up in the evening, which makes a truly 
beautiful sight. Below are several popular cherry blossom viewing areas in Yonezawa: 
 
Matsugasaki Park:   
Over 100 cherry blossom trees which line the moat of the castle ruins are  
usually in full bloom during the Yonezawa Uesugi Festival. 
 
Tateyama Park: 
Over 1,000 cherry trees are planted in this park which overlooks the city. 
Access: 15 minutes on the bus bound for Onogawa Onsen.    
        A five-minute walk from the Tateyama Bus Stop. 
 
Mogami (Matsukawa) River Riverbank: 
The cherry trees that line the river near the City Hospital are also very beautiful. 
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��� �
������� Conveniently or smartly achieving two  

              goals by making just one move. 
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If you would like to be put on our mailing list, or  if 
you have any feedback for the newsletter, please 
contact us at: 
 
Civic Exchange Section 
Secretarial and Public Relations Division 
Yonezawa City Hall, 3rd Floor 
5-2-25 Kanaike, Yonezawa, Yamagata �¥ 992-8501 
TEL: 0238-22-5111 Ext. 3005 
FAX: 0238-24-4540 
Email: hisyo-ka:w:—:º:À:Ë:Ð:…:Ð:Æ:Å:¼:Ñ:¸:Î:¸:…:Ð:¸:Ä:¸:¾:¸:Ë:¸:…:Á:Ç  
Homepage: http://www.city.yonezawa.yamagata.jp/ 
           shisei/matidukuri/kokusai/index.html 

Opening of Narushima Waku Waku Land Park  
Period: 4/16 (Wed) ~11/14 (Fri) 
Time: 10am~5pm   
Closed: Tuesdays (Except holidays) 
Inquiries: Waku Waku Land Office TEL 37-2121 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Yonezawa Wind Instrument Group 30 th Spring Concert  
Date: 4/20 (Sun)  
Place: Yonezawa Shimin Bunka Kaikan  
Cost: 800 yen general, 300 yen junior/senior high school, 
free for elementary school students and younger  
(200 yen extra for at-the-door tickets) 
Inquiries: Yonezawa Shimin Bunka Kaikan TEL 23-8510 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Toshiko Akiyoshi Jazz Piano Solo Live 
Date: 4/23 (Wed) Time: 7pm~ 
Place: Denkoku No Mori Okitama Bunka Hall 
Cost: 3,000 yen general, 500 yen students (500 yen extra 
for at the door tickets) 
Tickets: Available at Yonezawa Onuma Store, Yonezawa 
Saty, and Denkoku No Mori. 
Inquiries: Denkoku No Mori TEL 26-2666 
 

Let ’s Chat! ~Come and enjoy speaking  in English!~  
Date: 4/ 24 (Thu)�� ��  
Time: 2:30pm~4pm    
Place: City Hall Room 701�� Cost: Free 
Inquiries: City Secretarial & Public Relations Division 
         TEL 22-5111 
 

Yonezawa City International Relations Association ( YIRA) Information  
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s work together to spread international 
exchange! 

 
1 Year Membership:  
Individual –  1,000yen  Group – 5,000 yen 
 
Members will receive information about international 
events several times a year as well as discounted 
prices for YIRA events.  
 
Inquiries: YIRA Office TEL 22-5111 
Email: yira@omn.ne.jp��  
Homepage: http://www.omn.ne.jp/~yira 
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